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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

31 July 2011 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings:  Isaiah 55.1-5;  Psalm 145.8-9; Romans 9.1-8;  Matthew 14.13-21 
 

God loves the world 
 
[Before Gradual ask people to listen for the one thing that stands out for them in Gospel reading.] 
 
What aspect of this familiar episode – feeding of 5000 – intrigues you/ puzzles you/ catches your 
attention as you listen to it again today.  
 
Begin sermon time by eliciting responses:  If Compassion of Jesus is mentioned highlight fact that 
this is surprising given the context without going into context unless it is after several other parts of 
incident have been mentioned. 
 
After several if it has not been mentioned draw attention to the context – elucidate on the principle 
for reading scripture of firstly reading it in original context – to fail to do so may either lead to 
misunderstanding or to us missing something important. 
 
So what is the context? 
 
Jesus has just been told about the brutal killing of John the Baptist at the hands of Herod and when 
he hears this Matthew tells us that Jesus goes off to a lonely place by himself: 
 
Is that not what we do when we have bad news to deal with – retreat, seek some privacy, space and 
time to process what has happened, to grieve.  To pray – talk it over with God cf other instances in 
Gospels when we are told Jesus goes out to a lonely place to pray! 
 
But what happens when Jesus gets there? 
 
A large crowd has gathered – Now I wonder what our response might be in such a situation – 
Frustration/annoyance/ anger.  Can imagine that would be easy to be very short and impatient. Look 
I’ve just had some bad news don’t bother me now etc.                                                  
 
What is Jesus’ response – to have compassion on them and cured their sick: 
Link to today’s  Psalm: Ps 145  

8The Lord is gracious and compassionate: 
slow to anger and of great goodness. 
9 The Lord is loving to every one of us: 
and his mercy is over all his works. 
14 The Lord upholds all those who stumble: 
and raises up those that are bowed down. 

 
I had to gently castigate myself this week over my response to 6 or 7 different people beginning to 
bring to my attention  a variety of issues about things done/ not done decisions made in my absence 
over the past 10 weeks or so,: Now let me say that inevitably one of the things that happens when 
the Rector is away is that there are some things that happen, or don’t happen, decisions made etc 
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that not everyone is happy about  and that some people will expect the Rector to fix things on his 
return and bring their unhappiness to his attention– even though I know that I found myself getting 
annoyed/frustrated/impatient thinking “I don’t need this/ I haven’t got the time, energy to deal with 
this. Then I found this Gospel passage speaking to me about what Jesus models for us here – the 
significant thing is that Jesus is compassionately present for those who have come to him:  tired, sad 
full of grief though he may have been.  Way I interpret that for myself is that I need to also seek to 
be present, to listen and respond to those who have issues and concerns – not necessarily to “fix” 
things, not necessarily to agree with them, sometimes indeed it may be to challenge them to rethink 
their perspective, to help them to understand that there may be valid reasons for what has been done 
or not done. But above all to help them also respond compassionately = with 
understanding/respect/sensitivity/non-judgementally – to those with whom they may disagree and 
so feel unhappy. It’s so easy to become judgemental to impugn the motives of those we don’t agree 
with isn’t it?  Indeed the imperative for us all – is to be compassionate as God is compassionate as 
both the Psalmist and Luke reminds us in Luke 6.36  
 
Let me finish with a meditation from WH Vanstone which reflects the essence of what I am trying 
to say about the way Jesus finds the energy the love to respond to this crowd compassionately even 
though he has been seeking quiet solitude and the challenge that poses for us in terms of our 
relationships with each other. It is one of a series of meditations on wooden carved Stations of the 
Cross taken from his book “Icons of the Passion”. The carving for this meditation (#11 in a series of 
12) depicts a chalice falling away from a cross towards a sealed cave/tomb – at the foot of the cross 
are a ladder nails and reed. 
 
The day's work is done. The nails have done their cruel work and are laid aside. The sponge and 
the ladder have done their gracious work and are laid aside. All has been done to His body that the 
world willed to do, and it is laid to rest. The cup which He took into His hands in Gethsemane is 
empty now. It has been drained. He has received, taken into Himself, all that was contained in the 
cup of the world's response to His love. He took it into His hands in Gethsemane not knowing what 
it might contain: now He has drained it to the dregs and knows its bitter taste. The cup is empty 
now and falls to the ground. So it seems at first. But the strong lines of the ladder, the reed and the 
two parallel nails persuade the eye that, as the cup falls, it is moving away from the Cross and 
towards the sealed opening of the sepulchre. There at the opening it will be when the Sabbath is 
over and the seal is broken and the Crucified comes forth: and He will again take it into His hands 
and receive whatever is mixed in it. For it is the cup of the world's response: and, until that day 
when He ceases to love the world, He who ever lives will receive endlessly, the cup of rejection or 
of answering love which the world has mixed for Him. And the day when He ceases to love the 
world will never come. 
 
.... and the day when He ceases to love the world will never come. 
 
May it be said of us “that the day when we cease to love each other and all we encounter will never 
come!” 

_________________________ 


